'We decided to take refuge m Vladivostok and then go
abroad/ Sermon persisted eThe game's up *
'Who invented the sign of the integral?* shouted
Ungern
'Leibnitz,' Semion shouted back at him
'And who introduced limits ?'
'Fourier'
All at once Semion felt the warmth of Abram's shoulder
against his shoulder Through these strange names
which he had never heard before, Abram had caught a
familiar intonation The two of them, the elder with his
blinking eyes and his bluish temples, the younger with
his fleshy, greasy nose, stood there side by side, silent,
still
Ungern studied them closely  Abram noticed his ears
They were big and flattened at the bottom, like an old
man's  A sign of long life, Abram reflected.
'A scholar,' said Ungern, can astronomer, a physicist,
a mathematician, ought to be a conservative He knows
that the universe is governed by immutable laws, laid
down once and for all, and valid always and everywhere
Orthodox mechanics teaches us that tokens of time and
space have an absolute value Similarly man 9
What man? wondered Abram, who was a downright,
practical person Does he mean man in general?
He's trying to provoke me, thought Semion, and he
kept silent
*A scholar,' pursued Ungern, 'has a sense of order, a
sense of hierarchy, a sense of absolute categories *
A short time before he left Moscow, Semion had read
a popular work by a foreign scientist, a German The
Theory of Relativity Being only a second-year student and
busy as secretary of his party unit, he had followed the
author's argument with some difficulty On the other
hand, he remembered certain sentences, whose meta-
phorical meaning struck him as self-evident